	Junior Infants                                                                         Grow in Love                                                                                                      Term 1

	Theme
	Lesson
	Learning Objective
	Faith Formation Goals
	Story/Poem
	Scripture
	Song
	Prayer

	1.My Family


	1: God is with us
	Understanding:

· Explain that God is with us at all times

Communicating and Participating:

· Summarise Psalm 139 in their own words,according to their own ability

· Help to construct a classroom prayer

space, offering their own ideas for items that would be appropriate to include in it
	That the children would also:

• Appreciate the love  and care of people around them, which helps them to know the love of God

• Grow in trust that God is with them, always

and everywhere

• Develop a sense of being loved and cared for

by God
	Another New Beginning

Poem: God is With Me
God is everywhere (adapted Psalm 139)
	Psalm 139
	I Have a Name

	 Response: God bless them

Sign of the Cross

	1.My Family
	2: I have a family
	Understanding:
· Identify and name the people who care for them

· Explain that the love of God comes to them through their families and the people who  care for them

Communicating and Participating:

· Pray to God using an ‘inside voice
	That the children would also:

• Appreciate the love and care of people around them which helps them to know the love of God

• Give thanks to God for their families
	Saturday
	
	They Care For Me
Quiet and Still
	Morning Prayer

	1.My Family
	3: I can share love with my family
	Understanding:

· Discuss the ‘ingredients’ that go into

creating a loving family

· Identify one way in which they can share love with their own family

Communicating and Participating:

· Make a gift for a person in their family as a way of sharing love with them
	That the children would also:

Ask God to help them to share love with their

families
	Brothers
Poem:
A Cupful of Kindness’
	
	They Care for Me
	Morning Prayer
Response: Help us to share your love.

	1.My Family
	4: We are all in one family
	Understanding:

· Explain that all the people in the world are part of one human family

· Explore the ways in which we can share love with other members of the 
human family

Communicating and Participating:

· Pray the Morning Prayer

· Participate in a prayer service on the theme of ‘My Family’
	That the children would also:

Appreciate their responsibility to live in community with others, as members of the one human family
	Brendan
	
	I Have a Name 

They Care for Me
	Morning Prayer

Prayer Service



	Theme
	Lesson
	Learning Objective
	Faith Formation Goals
	Story/Poem
	Scripture
	Song
	Prayer

	Seasonal Lesson
	Autumn
	Understanding:

· Participate in a nature walk and recognise the changes that occur in the natural world during autumn

· Explain that God cares for the natural

world in autumn, and at all times

Communicating and Participating:

· Describe the ways in which leaves change in autumn
	That the children would also:

• Deepen their sense of appreciation for autumn

• Become aware of God’s care for the natural world at all times
	Rusty Squirrel’s First Autumn
	
	Quiet and Still
	Response:

We give thanks to God
Prayer Service

	2.Our World


	1: God created the world
	Understanding:

· Identify God as the creator of the world

Communicating and Participating:

· Tell the Creation story in their own words,
according to their own ability

· Describe their favourite part of Creation
	That the children would also:

• Become more aware of the wonder and beauty

of the natural world

• Begin to appreciate the love of God and care

(providence) for all his creatures

• Thank God for the gift of Creation
	Creation Story (adapted, Gen 1:1-25))
	The Story of Creation 
(Gen 

1:1-25)
	
	Response:

Thank you God for…

Response:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit

	2.Our World


	2: God created us … we are

special!
	Understanding:

· Identify the human person as the high point

of God’s Creation

Communicating and Participating:

· Tell the story of the Creation of the human person in their own words, according to their own ability

· Show others the things that they can do

with their bodies
	That the children would also:

• Develop a sense of what human beings have in

common and what makes each person unique

• Appreciate their dignity and worth as created

and loved by God

• Appreciate that God is involved in the Creation

of each new life


	Creation Story-Part IV

(adapted, Gen 1:27-31))

Stretch
	The Story of Creation 

(Gen 1:27-31)
	I am Special
	Glory Be 

	Theme
	Lesson
	Learning Objective
	Faith Formation Goals
	Story/Poem
	Scripture
	Song
	Prayer

	2.Our World


	3: We can care for the world


	Understanding:

· Identify one way in which they can care

for the world, following the example of St Francis

• Communicating and Participating:

· Pray the Glory be to the Father with

appropriate gestures and actions

· Engage in a drama activity exploring the

feelings and motivations of St Francis

· Participate in a prayer service on the theme of Creation


	That the children would also:

Begin to develop an awareness of their duty

to care for Creation
	St Francis Cared for

God’s World 


	
	I Have a Name

I am Special
	Glory Be 
Prayer Service



	Seasonal Lesson
	In November, we remember
	Understanding:

· Identify November as the month in which we remember in a special way those who have died

· Explain that those who die go home to God

Communicating and Participating:

· Share with others the names of those they know who have died

· Participate in a prayer service on the theme of remembering
	That the children would also:

Be aware of the importance of remembering

and praying for those who have died
	Remembering Grandad
	
	Remember Them
	Response: God bless them.

Response:

May they rest in peace.

Prayer Service

	3. Advent  and Christmas

	1: God gives us good news! 
	Understanding:

· Explore the story of the Annunciation

(‘Mary’s Good News’)

· Recall and share experiences of receiving and sharing good news in their own lives

· Wonder about what kind of person Jesus would grow up to be

Communicating and Participating:

· Tell the story of the Annunciation (‘Mary’s Good News’) in their own words, according to their own ability


	That the children would also:

Begin to appreciate the importance of Mary’s

‘yes’ to God
	Mary (adapted from Luke’s Gospel)

Mary’s Good News (adapted, Lk 1:26-32,38))
	The Birth of Jesus is announced (Lk 1:26-32,38)
	
	Prayer to Our Guardian

Angel

	Theme
	Lesson
	Learning Objective
	Faith Formation Goals
	Story/Poem
	Scripture
	Song
	Prayer

	3. Advent  and Christmas
	2: We get ready to welcome

Jesus
	Understanding:

· Explain that Advent is the special time that we spend getting ready to celebrate Jesus’ birthday

Communicating and Participating:

· Imagine the things that Mary did to

prepare for the birth of Jesus

· Choose one way in which they can get

ready to celebrate Jesus’ birthday with

their families
	That the children would also:

Begin to enter into the spirit of Advent as a

time of preparing for Christmas
	Niamh Gets Ready

Poem:

Advent
	
	Come, Lord Jesus
	Prayer to Our Guardian

Angel

	3. Advent  and Christmas
	3: The good news: Jesus is born!


	Understanding:

· Name the birth of Jesus as ‘good news’

· Role play the experience of Mary and Joseph looking for a place to stay in

Bethlehem

Communicating and Participating:

· Discuss how they will celebrate the birth of Jesus with their families

· Pray the Prayer to our Guardian Angel
	That the children would also:

• Link their experience of celebrating Christmas

with the birth of Jesus

• Give thanks to God for Jesus
	Poem:

Advent

Jesus is Born (adapted, Lk 2:1,3-7)


	The Birth of Jesus

(Lk 2:1,3-7)
	Away in a Manger 

Quiet and Still
	Prayer to Our Guardian

Angel

	3. Advent  and Christmas
	4: Visitors to the stable
	Understanding:

· Explore the story of the visitors to the

stable

· Identify the shepherds and wise men as the visitors to the stable

Communicating and Participating:
· Create a nativity scene as a gift for their

family

· Engage in meditative prayer

· Participate in a prayer service on the theme of Advent and Christmas
	That the children would also:

Welcome Jesus, the Son of God, at Christmas
	Visitors to the Stable (adapted, Lk 2:8-20)) 

More Visitors to the

Stable

(adapted, Mt 2:1-2, 9-11))
	The Shepherds and the Angels

 (Lk 2:8-20)

Visitors from the East

(Mt 2:1-2, 9-11)
	Quiet and Still 

Come, Lord Jesus 

Away in a Manger 


	Prayer Service

• This prayer service is designed to take up one class period


