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Jeremiah 3:17-19 	God will guide Israel, bring the people home. 
Psalm 125(126) 	A prayer of exile and longing
Hebrews 5:1-6 	A high priest, in the order of Melchizedek
Mark 10:46-52 	Go, your faith has saved you. 

Podcast link
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2119621/15749269

The Jeremiah Background

The great exegete Walter Brueggemann distinguishes two “systems”: the royal system and the prophetic system. Those in power promote the royal system of reassurance because it leaves their position of power and exploitation undisturbed. The prophets, by contrast, are called to tell the truth, to name the exploitation, to give God’s perspective on what is happening, to call to conversion of heart and life. In times of apparent well-being, prophets denounce and promise gloom. In times of suffering and hardship, they promise hope and relief. This is not just because prophets were awkward, contrary creatures! The prophets often try to break through the deafening noise of the conventional wisdom to speak a life-changing word of truth. It can’t have been easy to have been a prophet, as Jeremiah regularly complained. Neither was it easy to pay attention to such contrary / contrary voices. In times of prosperity, it was not at all easy to listen to them and to “hear” them. Likewise, in times of hardship, the word of hope must have been especially difficult to hear. 

When we read today’s first reading in the context of the time, it sheds light on our time too. The words of Jeremiah were delivered just before the capture and destruction of Jerusalem. We can imagine the feeling of inevitable defeat and deportation, the feeling of sheer dread before the inexorable final onslaught. Into that deep darkness, the prophet speaks a contrary word of light, a message of great hope and even joy. 

The Lord says this:
Shout with joy for Jacob!
Hail the chief of nations!
Proclaim! Praise! Shout:
‘The Lord has saved his people,
the remnant of Israel!’

How impossible it must have seemed at the time! And yet, they did return and God did bring them safely home.

(ii) The culture of today

We live at a time of the greatest anxiety — climate, war, politics, migration — a time when it is easy to be stressed and disheartened. As a Church, we try to live in the real world and that sense of worldly grief can affect us too. As Paul teaches, 

For sadness as intended by God produces a conversion that leads to salvation, leaving no regret, but worldly sadness brings about death. (2 Corinthians 7:10)

As a church, we are undergoing a long period of what we may call ecclesiastical recession or rather purification. One way of being church is disappearing (it wasn’t all joy and light anyway, as we have sadly learned). We all know the symptoms and signs and they require no detailed rehearsal. We also know the feeling of helplessness, lack of direction and the sheer not knowing what will be in the future. Even the great hope engendered by the Synodal Pathway can seem more a mirage than a real destination.  

(iii) Reflections from today’s readings

Now is the time to listen to the word of Jeremiah in our time, hard and all as it may be to hear. The conventional narrative is one of inevitable, inexorable decline, accompanied by feelings helplessness and worldly gloom. Jeremiah, were he alive today, would literally shout at us: God will never abandon his people or his project of the Good News in Jesus. In the words of Jesus at the end of Matthew’s Gospel: “And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) There is much to be done and much to be changed. But nothing will ever “separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:39). The church has always been evolving, letting go of what seemed at one time essential and discovering new ways to respond to God. Here, history is the great teacher. The time of apparent crisis has always the time of opportunity.

Bartimaeus can teach us to regain our sight. He knew he was blind. He took the initiative of approaching Jesus. He named his hope. The moments of the conversation are worth pondering: 

“What do you want me to do for you?” 
“Rabbi, let me see again.” 
“Go, your faith has healed you.”

Jesus poses the same question to us today on our Synodal Pathway: What do you want me to do for you? Could there be a better question? In our spiritual conversations, we are asked to name our need(s). In spite of all the differences among us, all of us in the church want the Gospel project to be alive again, to become a source of life for us and for all. We may have different ways of seeing how that may come about, but there is surely commonality and communion in the basic desire for the Gospel to come alive in our time. As we put words on our hopes, we are also asked to turn to the Lord himself in need: “Rabbi, Lord Jesus, let me, let us see again.” If we keep grounding ourselves in the Word and in the Spirt, we may avoid falling into the trap of “parliamentarianism”, a distraction from the authentic path of discernment and communion. Then we may hear the wonderful words,“Go, your faith has healed you.” Then we may join Bartimaeus as he followed Jesus on The Way (not “on the road”, as in most translations). May it be so! Amen!
 


