Prayer Service for the Feast of St Brigid

This service is based on the Brídeog procession. It will involve making four stations in your classroom and moving all chairs and tables to one side.  You will also need the following:

A dandelion in soil, a drawing of a linnet or windchimes, a bowl of water (if you are located near a St Brigid’s well then water from the well would be preferable) and a large candle.  (You may also opt to give each student a tealight which can be lit from the large candle).  Each student will have four ribbons or strips of material that can be left at each station or may be placed on a branch within the classroom which could be kept on display for the coming weeks or until the Easter Triduum.  It would be very appropriate to have an extra station at the end of the procession displaying a St Brigid’s Cross, a shield, a bible and if possible, a crown of rushes.

Entrance Music: St Patrick’s Breastplace (O’Keeffe) 

Collect of the Day: Merciful God, origin and reward of all charity, you called Saint Brigid to teach the new commandment of love through her life of hospitality and her care of the needy; give to your people, by her intercession, a generous spirit, so that with hearts made pure, we may show your love to all.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

St Brigid has long been associated with the natural world.  The following symbols of the natural elements will be brought to their station now representing the person of St Brigid.  The feast of St Brigid is considered to be the arrival of Spring.  And so _______ will lead us all to the first station here in our classroom.  (Students are invited to place their ribbons (brat) at this station as a symbol of something they are carrying and for which they can ask St Brigid to intercede for them).

Leader: Will you do your best to care for the earth just as St Brigid did?

All: We will.

(1) Dandelion in soil (Earth)

This symbol represents the beginning of spring. Like St Brigid, it is beautiful and also has medicinal properties. The 1st of February    

Sing: The Cry of the Poor (Refrain and verse 1) (Foley)

Now ___________ will lead us all to the second station here in our classroom. (Students are invited to place their ribbons (brat) at this station as a symbol of something they are carrying and for which they can ask St Brigid to intercede for them).

Leader: Will you do your best to be strong and stand up for justice, just St Brigid did?

All: We will.

(2) Poster of a Linnet / Windchimes (Air) 

St Brigid loved animals, but she had a particular grá for birds, especially Linnets.   We could not live without air.  Air also shapes and forms creation.  May we be shaped and formed by the example of St Brigid. 

Sing: The Cry of the Poor (Refrain and verse 2) (Foley)

Now ___________ will lead us all to the third station here in our classroom.  (Students are invited to place their ribbons (brat) at this station as a symbol of something they are carrying and for which they can ask St Brigid to intercede for them).

Leader: Will you do your best to heal rather than hurt others just as St Brigid did?

All: We will.

(3) Water (Preferably water from a St Brigid’s Well)

There is a tradition of visiting Holy Wells in Ireland when healing is needed.  People often walk around (referred to as ‘doing the rounds’) the well saying the Rosary and praying for healing.  Then, the person would either drink water from the Holy Well or sprinkle the troubled area with the water.  We are reminded of the healing nature of St Brigid and pray to her for healing both for ourselves and for others at this time.  

Sing: The Cry of the Poor (Refrain and verse 3) (Foley)

Now ___________ will lead us all to the fourth and final station here in our classroom.  (Students are invited to place their ribbons (brat) at this station as a symbol of something they are carrying and for which they can ask St Brigid to intercede for them).

Leader: Will you do your best to show God’s love to our friends and our enemies as St Brigid did?

All: We will.

(4) Candle (Fire)

The feast of St Brigid marks the end of the long winter days and the coming of the light.  St Brigid’s fire was tended by twenty of her nuns, including herself and it did not go out.  The light that St Brigid brings into our lives does not go out and lives on in each one of us.

Sing: The Cry of the Poor (Refrain and verse 4) (Foley)

Leader: Will you do your best to follow God’s law just as St Brigid did?

All: We will.

Gospel Reading:
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke




Glory to you O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If you love those who love you, what thanks can you expect?  Even sinners love those who love them.  And if you do good to those who do good to you, what thanks can you expect?  Even sinners do that much.  And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what thanks can you expect?  Even sinners lend to sinners to get back the same amount.  Instead, love your enemies and do good, and lend without any hope of return. You will have a great reward, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.’

Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate.  Do not judge, and you will not be judged yourselves; do not condemn and you will not be condemned yourselves; grant pardon, and you will be pardoned.  Give, and there will be gifts for you: a full measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will be poured into your lap; because the amount you measure out is the amount you will be given back.’








The Word of the Lord








Thanks Be to God.

Solemn Blessing:
May God, who in Saint Brigid has provided an outstanding example of generosity: make your ears be ever open to the cry of the poor.


R/. Amen.


May you who greet St Brigid as Mary of the Gael receive from Jesus, Son of Mary, the reward promised to the pure of heart.


R/. Amen.


May God fill you with his love, as you honour Saint Brigid, whose heart and mind became a throne of rest for the Holy Spirit.


R/. Amen.


And may the blessing of almighty God come down on us and remain with us forever.


R/. Amen

Recessional:
Light The Fire (Lawton)

