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14 February 2026 before Lent 
or a time of your choice

Cherishing Marriage	
Celebrating Relationships


Opening Song		A Joy for All the Earth (Ephrem Feeley) – WMOF 2018
	All sing:		The joy of love, a joy for all God’s family,
				The joy of love, transcending time and space.
				Our love for each other mirrors God the Father’s love.
The joy of love: a joy for all the earth.	
	
Introduction to Penitential Rite

All: 			We are inspired by the Holy Family
to live according to love.
We confess our frailty and failure to live up to this ideal.
We confess selfishness and self-centredness,
our pride and reluctance to admit our wrongs,
our impatience and intolerance. 
Lord, have mercy
We confess our lack of trust 
that we are loved by each other and by God.
our fear to take the risk of loving.
our hesitation in seizing opportunities to make love real.
Christ, have mercy
In confessing our sin, we proclaim God’s mercy 
and we pray for the waters of his compassion
to run gently over us and wash away our sin, 
to purify our hearts and our intentions. 
Lord have mercy.

Gloria				Gloria (Mass of Renewal – Bernard Sexton)
	All sing:		Glory	to God in the highest and on earth peace to people of good will

First Reading		Ecclesiasticus 15:15-20
				For vast is the wisdom of the Lord			

Responsorial Psalm	Psalm 118 (Margaret Daly-Denton)
	All sing:		See how the Lord blesses those who fear him

Second Reading		I Corinthians 2:6-10
A wisdom that none of the masters of this age have ever known

Gospel Acclamation	Seinn Alleluia (Traditional)
	All sing:		Seinn Aililiúia, Seinn Aililiúia, Seinn Aililiú, Seinn Aililiú, Seinn Aililiúia,

Gospel 			Matthew 5:17-37 or shorter version
“Yes” if you mean yes, “No” if you mean no

Renewal of Marriage Vows

Celebrant	I invite you to profess your faith in the love of God
 - a Trinity of persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Do you believe in the goodness of human life, 
in God the creator of all?
All:  		We do.

Celebrant	Do you believe in Jesus, God’s own beloved Son, 
in the power of his death and resurrection 
and that good will triumph over evil?
All:  		We do.

Celebrant	Do you believe in God’s Spirit, living within and 
amongst us, uniting us to Jesus and calling us to love? 
All:  		We do.

Celebrant	Do you believe that we all share this call 
and that responding to it we can change the world? 
All:  		We do.

Celebrant	With these convictions, I now invite you to remember the promises you made on your Wedding Day.
	For those whose loved-one has gone before them to the Lord, I invite you, in your heart, to remember your cherished commitment to your marriage and so to grow in strength:
		I now invite you all to renew your promises:

Husbands: 	I confirm and renew my gift of myself to you. 
In my failure to love, I ask to be reconciled with you. 
I thank you for your love and I thank God for you.

Wives: 	I confirm and renew my gift of myself to you. 
In my failure to love, I ask to be reconciled with you. 
I thank you for your love and I thank God for you.

Together: 	We thank you, good and gracious God, because finding each other has made life so special for us and because in our love we have known your call.
We thank you for our family and our home where we  
live the call to love.
As we renew our commitment, we ask your blessing 
and protection. 

Celebrant	I call upon the Holy Trinity to bless all those who celebrate special anniversaries today:
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to bless them with the diversity that is within God
to bless them with the intimacy that is within God to bless them with the passion that is within God 
and to draw them ever more deeply 
and to draw them forever
into the life that is God. 

We hope that the widowed women and men among us will be able to go on witnessing to the best in the one whom they have loved
To the qualities they cherished and admired.
By this they testify that the union continues in love.

Prayer of the Faithful 

Celebrant: As we gather today in grateful remembrance and thanksgiving, we turn now to the source of all love and prayer. 

  	That God’s Spirit of love will sustain couples and deepen their love as they experience both the joys and challenges of married life.  
Response: O Lord, hear us we pray, O Lord, give us your love

That God’s Spirit will touch all here present today and those who wished who were unable to do so and that the example of those celebrating significant wedding anniversaries will inspire and encourage all.  
Response: O Lord, hear us we pray, O Lord, give us your love

That God’s Spirit of wisdom will guide and protect those preparing for marriage as they journey together in grace and love.
Response: O Lord, hear us we pray, O Lord, give us your love

That God’s Spirit of gentleness will touch all those in the Autumn of their married lives, and that they may reap the harvest of the love they have sown.  
Response: O Lord, hear us we pray, O Lord, give us your love

May God’s gentle Spirit comfort all those amongst us who are widowed, who have lost the woman or man they loved and lived for, that they may bear their loss in a spirit of gratitude and expectation.  
Response: O Lord, hear us we pray, O Lord, give us your love

May God’s Spirit come down upon those experiencing difficulties in their relationships and those whose marriages have broken down, bringing them insight, comfort and hope.  
Response: O Lord, hear us we pray, O Lord, grant us your love

May God’s Spirit gladden all of those who have enriched our family lives, we ask his protection for all our loving family members, our ‘in laws’, our children, nephews, nieces and grandchildren, our neighbours and community
Response: O Lord, hear us we pray, O Lord, grant us your love

Celebrant: God of love and joy, listen to the prayers of your family gathered on this happy day. We offer them in the Spirit, through Christ, our Lord, Amen.

Preparation of Gifts		Instrumental – 
Tabhair Dom Do Lámh (Traditional) or Ag an bPósadh Bhí i gCána

Eucharistic Prayer Acclamations – International Mass (Tom Egan)
Sanctus
	All sing:		Hosanna in the highest.
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	All sing:		My and My God.		
 
Amen
	All sing:		Amen, Amen.

Agnus Dei			Lamb of God (Lucien Deiss – Lourdes Mass)

Communion Song		The Servant Song (Richard Gillard)
All sing:	Will you let me be your servant,
Let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to
Let you be my servant, too.





Recessional Song		Críost Liom (Bernard Sexton)
All sing:		Críost liom, Críost romham, Críost in mo dhiadh, 
Críost istigh ionam, Críost liom, Críost fúm, Críost ós mo chionn.


REMEMBERING WITH THANKS
We stand before the map of married life,
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the time of attraction and getting to know each other, 
the time of falling in love
the time of commitment,
the time of celebrating and pledging commitment, 
the time of adjusting to each other and to new patterns,
the time of giving birth and being struck by wonder, 
the time of upbringing and educating and forming, 
the time of family togetherness,
the time of letting go with tears and hopes, 
the time of being back to ourselves again,
the time of changes in life and second journeys,
the time of retiring,
the time of the onset of ageing 
the time of reuniting in the Lord

Standing before the map, seeing the point we are at,
we pray for the grace to accept the different stages 
in our marriage.
to be able to look back with gratitude
and to look forward with anticipation
and around in awareness, 
confident that God’s grace is in this very moment 
if we but had the clarity of vision to see it. 

We think back on the “I love you” we spoke at the beginning 
and compare it to the “I love you” we speak now.
We see how that simple phrase has been deepened 
and enriched 
and filled out by the experience of the intervening years
and for this we give thanks. 

[Father Pat McManus was Director of Dublin Accord for some time. His experience there inspired his appreciation of married people and the celebration of significant wedding anniversaries.
Some of the texts used above come from his resources and celebrations in Saint Gabriel’s Church, Dollymount. They were used during the preparations for the World Meeting of Families 2018 and are offered again for use on Saint Valentine’s Day or at another time outside Lent that fits your parish schedule. Another resource for your liturgical ‘freezer’]
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