Scripture Readings
for the celebration of Confirmation
Years A, B and C
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You can find out which year in the cycle of readings to follow in the table below:

YEAR CYCLE
2024
2025
2026
2027
2028
2029
2030
2031
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THEMES

For each cycle there is a theme:

For cycle A it is LIVING IN THE SPIRIT
For cycle B it is PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT

For cycle C it is CELEBRATING IN THE SPIRIT




Cycle A THEME: LIVING IN THE SPIRIT

FIRST READING - Acts 1: 3-8

For forty days after his death Jesus appeared to apostles many times in
ways that proved beyond doubt that he was alive. They saw him, and he
talked with them about the Kingdom of God. And when they came
together, he gave them this order: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for
the gift | told you about, the gift my Father promised. John baptised with
water, but in a few days, you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

When the apostles met together with Jesus, they asked him, “Lord, will you
at this time give the Kingdom back to Israel?”

Jesus said to them, “The times and occasions are set by my Father's own
authority, and it is not for you to know when they will be. But when the
Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled with power, and you will be
witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.”

Psalm suggestion: Send forth your Spirit O Lord - Liam Lawton

SECOND READING - Ephesians 4: 1- 6

| urge you, then, | who am a prisoner because | serve the Lord: live a life
that measures up to the standard God set when he called you. Be always
humble, gentle, and patient. Show your love by being tolerant with one
another. Do your best to preserve the unity which the Spirit gives by
means of the peace that binds you together. There is one body and one
Spirit, just as there is one hope to which God has called you. There is one
Lord, one faith, one baptism; there is one God and Father of all people,
who is Lord of all, works through all, and is in all.



GOSPEL - Matthew 25: 14- 29

Jesus said “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. Once there was a man who was about
to leave home on a trip; he called his servants and put them in charge of his
property. He gave to each one according to his ability: to one he gave five thousand
gold coins, to another he gave two thousand, and to another he gave one thousand.
Then he left on his trip. The servant who had received five thousand coins went at once
and invested his money and earned another five thousand. In the same way the servant
who had received two thousand coins earned another two thousand. But the servant
who had received one thousand coins went off, dug a hole in the ground, and hid his
master's money.

“After a long time, the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with
them. The servant who had received five thousand coins came in and handed over the
other five thousand. "You gave me five thousand coins, sir, he said. ‘Look! Here are
another five thousand that | have earned.’ "Well done, you good and faithful servant!’
said his master. 'You have been faithful in managing small amounts, so | will put you
in charge of large amounts. Come on in and share my happiness!" Then the servant
who had been given two thousand coins came in and said, 'You gave me two thousand
coins, sir. Look! Here are another two thousand that | have earned.” ‘Well done, you
good and faithful servant!’ said his master. 'You have been faithful in managing small
amounts, so | will put you in charge of large amounts. Come on in and share my
happiness!’ Then the servant who had received one thousand coins came in and said,
‘Sir, | know you are a hard man; you reap harvests where you did not plant, and you
gather crops where you did not scatter seed. | was afraid, so | went off and hid your
money in the ground. Look! Here is what belongs to you.’

‘You bad and lazy servant!" his master said. 'You knew, did you, that | reap harvests
where | did not plant, and gather crops where | did not scatter seed? Well, then, you
should have deposited my money in the bank, and | would have received it all back
with interest when | returned. Now, take the money away from him and give it to the
one who has ten thousand coins. For to every person who has something, even more
will be given, and he will have more than enough; but the person who has nothing,
even the little that he has will be taken away from him.



Cycle B THEME: PRAYING IN THE SPRIT

FIRST READING - Acts 8: 14-17

The apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had received
the word of God, so they sent Peter and John to them. When they arrived,
they prayed for the believers that they might receive the Holy Spirit. For
the Holy Spirit had not yet come down on any of them; they had only been
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Psalm suggestion: Send forth your Spirit O Lord - Liam Lawton

SECOND READING - Romans 8: 26 — 27

The Spirit also comes to help us, weak as we are. For we do not know how
we ought to pray; the Spirit himself pleads with God for us in groans that
words cannot express. And God, who sees into our hearts, knows what the
thought of the Spirit is; because the Spirit pleads with God on behalf of
his people and in accordance with his will.

GOSPEL - Mark 1: 9- 11

Jesus came from Nazareth in the province of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. As soon as Jesus came up out of the water, he saw
heaven opening and the Spirit coming down on him like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my own dear Son. | am pleased with
you.”



Cycle C THEME: CELEBRATING IN THE SPIRIT

FIRST READING - Ephesians 1: 3 -4, 14

Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! For in
our union with Christ, he has blessed us by giving us every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly world. Even before the world was made, God had
already chosen us to be his through our union with Christ, so that we
would be holy and without fault before him.

Psalm suggestions: Praise the Lord all you nations — Fintan O’Carroll

SECOND READING - Acts 2: 1 -4

When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together
in one place. Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which sounded like
a strong wind blowing, and it filled the whole house where they were
sitting. Then they saw what looked like tongues of fire which spread out
and touched each person there. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them to speak.

GOSPEL - Luke 10: 21 =22

Jesus was filled with joy by the Holy Spiritand said, “Father, Lord of heaven
and earth! | thank you because you have shown to the unlearned what you
have hidden from the wise and learned. Yes, Father, this was how you were
pleased to have it happen.

“My Father has given me all things. No one knows who the Son is except
the Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those
to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”



