Jubilee Service of Reconciliation 2026


Gathering Song		Spirit of the Living God	
	All sing:		Spirit of the living God fall afresh on me.
				Spirit of the living God fall afresh on me.
				Melt me, mould me, fill me, use me.
				Spirit of the living God fall afresh on me.

Opening Prayer		God of compassion and hope
				be with us, pilgrims of reconciliation,
				as we prepare together to confess our faults
				and to receive the grace of this sacrament.
				Help us to trust in your mercy.
				We ask this in the Spirit, through Jesus Christ, 
our living Lord. Amen.

All sing:		Spirit of the living God fall afresh on us
				Spirit of the living God fall afresh on us.
				Melt us, mould us, fill us, use us.
				Spirit of the living God fall afresh on us.    (Pause)
			
Reading			Romans 5:5
Hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.	

Spirit of the living God fall afresh on all.
				Spirit of the living God fall afresh on all.
				Melt all, mould all, fill all, use all.
				Spirit of the living God fall afresh on all.    	(Pause)
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Examination of Conscience
Inspired by the Beatitudes of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:1-12) and the Six Beatitudes of Pope Francis (2016)

1. Blessed are those who remain faithful while enduring evils inflicted on them by others and forgive them from their heart.

Forgive and forget is easier said than done. Showing divine mercy when utterly provoked and persecuted calls for great conviction. We witnessed the example of Jesus on the cross and the many stories of extraordinary forgiveness as people estranged for years cross the bridge of hope and reconciliation.

If we have failed to embody compassionate forgiveness we ask for mercy.
All sing:	Lord, have mercy

2. Blessed are those who look into the eyes of the abandoned and marginalized and show them their closeness.

Sometimes we find it easier to pass by on the other side than face the person begging at the train station, outside the bank or the shop. By not meeting their eyes their pain may be compounded. We can never underestimate the power of sharing the eyes of acceptance. Turning off an advertisement or an appeal for help because we can’t face the pain of the other is turning our back on Jesus who modelled selfless love.

If we have failed to meet the eyes of those who are in need, we beg for mercy.
All sing:	A Thiarna, déan trócaire

3. Blessed are those who see God in every person and strive to make others also discover him.

When we look in the mirror do we recognise the face of our Creator? 
If we can’t do that then we will have difficulty in recognising God in others. When we allow another to disrespect someone without making comment we are guilty of cowardice and adding to their suffering. We were all created with dignity and are worthy of respect.

If we have failed to stand up for the rights and dignity of others we say sorry.
All sing:	Kyrie eleison



4. Blessed are those who protect and care for our common home.

It has taken catastrophic weather and a dangerous loss of biodiversity for many people to wake up to the crisis around us. It all begins with our failure to recognise the connectedness of all life and the interdependency of all species.
Many climate warriors have faced ridicule, imprisonment, oppression because they speak the truth about our environment. They are indeed blessed for their persistence in proclaiming our common home in the face of such opposition.

If we have failed to care of our common home we hold our heads in shame.
	 All sing:	Lord, have mercy

5. Blessed are those who renounce their own comfort in order to help others.

Our Christian history tells us of the women and men who answered the call to follow Jesus by a life of simplicity for the sake of others. Heroes and heroines are not all in the past. They are around us in the many organisations that support people who are lacking in comfort and nourishment today. Take a moment to think of the various charities who depend on the generosity of their supporters. 

If we have failed to support those who sacrifice themselves we ask for pardon.
	All sing:	A Thiarna, déan trócaire

6. Blessed are those who pray and work for full communion between Christians

We have only to look at the religious divisions and the economic consequences of the conflicts on our own island to appreciate the immensity of the issue around full communion between Christians throughout the world. We can walk that road of harmony by educating ourselves about the issues and praying for such a wonderful communion in the name of Jesus Christ, our saviour.

If we have failed to give this cause our attention and respect we are truly sorry.
	All sing:	Kyrie eleison

Individual Confession and Absolution
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Litany of Hope
Hope is the power by which we firmly and constantly long for 
what we were placed on earth to do
Fill our hearts with love

Hope is trusting in what God has promised us
Fill our hearts with love

Hope encourages us and sustains us on our journey of faith
Fill our hearts with love

Hope energises us with the power of love
Fill our hearts with love

Hope is sure and steadfast, anchoring us in God
Fill our hearts with love


Final Song		Amazing Grace/Make me A Channel of Your peace
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