
 | Comment ||9

i

The Irish Catholic, May 28, 2026

How Modification of Parishes works

The process for the Modification of 
Parishes, when the need arises, is set 
out below. It is guided by the Instruc-
tions of the Dicastery for the Clergy. 

The process takes place within the context 
of the partnership of parishes established by 
Archbishop Farrell (December 2022) across 
the Archdiocese through the Building Hope 
pastoral renewal initiative.

Overview
Following local conversations, a desire 
may be expressed to the Archbishop, or he 
may request, that the possibility of parish 
modification be explored. The Archbishop 
will write to initiate formally the Process of 
Modification appointing two or three people 
to oversee and guide the process. A period of 
up to a year may be required for the whole 
process – but this will depend on local needs 
and specific circumstances.

Factual statement
A Factual Statement is drafted with the assis-
tance of the Diocesan Communications Office, 
highlighting the pastoral realities and drawing 
on liturgical, statistical and financial informa-
tion. The type of parish modification which 
may be suitable (usually 1 or 2 below):

1. Merger: where two or more former par-
ishes unite to become a single new par-
ish; all previous parishes become extinct 
– A and B unite to form C, only C remains 
(Canon 121)

2. Amalgamation: A is subsumed into B, only 
B remains (by analogy to Canon 121)

Early communications
The importance of early, clear and respectful 
communications (conversations) is a key ele-
ment in the process. 

9 steps to be taken in 
the formal process of 
modification

1. The Parish Pastoral Council of each parish 
meets to pray and reflect on the matter.

2. The PPCs of the parishes that are consid-
ering modification come together.

3. Open Parish Conversations held in the 
individual parishes.

4. Open gathering of all of the joint parishes 
concerned.

5. Meeting with the Archbishop to inform 
him of the outcome of the process.

6. Meeting of the Council of Priests.

7. The Archbishop will give consideration 
to the Report and the determination of 
the Council of Priests and, having judged 
there to be just cause, will issue a Decree 
of Modification of the Parishes. 

This is an edited summary of the docu-
ment on the Dublin diocesan website by The 
Irish Catholic.
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Fr Gareth Byrne

A t Pentecost, Arch-
bishop Der mot 
Farrell published 
a striking Pastoral 

Letter to all the people and 
priests of the Archdiocese of 
Dublin: ‘Come, Holy Spirit, 
Fill Our Hearts with the Fire 
of Your Love’.

Archbishop Farrell asks 
that, like Mary and the 
Apostles “filled with the 
Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:1), 
we allow ourselves to be 
encouraged by the same 
Spirit and recognise the 
same mission entrusted to 
us. In challenging times, we 
too are called to share the 
good news of what God has 
done, and is continuing to 
do for us, in Jesus.

Crisis
Speaking after Easter in 
Knock during the Dub-
l in Diocesan P i lgr im-
age, Archbishop Dermot 
acknowledged the crisis in 
the Church in Ireland and 
throughout Europe, but 
offered hope: “Our Church 

The courage to face up to 
today’s reality in Dublin Diocese

is alive! We are in crisis, but 
we are alive!” 

In response to that crisis, 
the archbishop at Pentecost 
contends, we need to be 
a “living Church”, close to 
the Lord, listening to the 
Holy Spirit at work among 
us, “going into new places”, 
alive to the challenge: “If 
we have the courage to 
face up to the reality of our 
local Church today, we will 
clearly see that we need 
to travel lighter, and that 
already we need to let go of 
many things which we con-
sidered essential, but which 
now – truth be told – over-
burden us.”

❛❛His Building 
Hope pastoral 
planning 
initiative has 
opened up 
a journey of 
renewal across 
the archdiocese”

Visiting Rome in the 
week between Ascension 
and Pentecost, Archbishop 
Farrell met Pope Leo XIV 
and assured him of the 
prayers of the people of the 
Archdiocese of Dublin. At 
Pentecost, he quotes the 
Pope’s prophetic words in 

Angola last month: “Today 
we need to look to the 
future with hope and build 
the hope of the future.”

In fact, Archbishop Dermot 
has always had the future of 
the archdiocese at the fore-
front of his mind. His Build-
ing Hope pastoral planning 
initiative has opened up a 
journey of renewal across 
the archdiocese, encouraging 
parishes to work together in 
partnership.

Reflection
Emerging from this context 
of continuing prayer, listen-
ing, discernment and deci-
sion-making, this Pastoral 
Letter introduces a canoni-
cal and synodal process for 
reflection in parishes on the 
way forward, appreciating 
new pastoral possibilities: 
a Process for the Modifica-
tion of Parishes for Mission.

Central to any such pro-
cess, the archbishop con-
firms, must be the pastoral 
care and good of Christ’s 
faithful.

All Parish Pastoral Coun-
cils and Partnership Pas-
toral Councils are asked 
to engage in initial ref lec-
tion. Where there is a need, 
“when new parish struc-
tures and relationships 
are being considered”, the 
process sets out the formal 
steps to be taken, together 
with the archbishop.

This material has been 

developed through a consul-
tative process. The diocesan 
Council of Priests recom-
mended to the archbishop 
that he move forward with 
the process. Conversation 
has also taken place at the 
Dublin Diocesan Pastoral 
Council, and in Deaneries 
which comprise lay repre-
sentatives and clergy from 
each parish.

❛❛Now is the 
time, in prayer 
and reflection, 
to deepen the 
renewal which 
has been long 
under way”

Many have noted the 
emphasis on unity of pur-
pose: “we must find new 
ways of binding ourselves 
together as disciples of 
Christ, sharing our efforts, 
establishing f lexibil it y, 
renewing our energy.”

The focus is on strength-
ening our faith commu-
nities into the future. If 
mergers and amalgama-
tions of parishes are to take 
place, it will be the result of 
courage, creativity and pro-
active leadership. It will be 
because we are alive! “Now 
is the time, in prayer and 
ref lection, to deepen the 
renewal which has been 
long under way among us.”

Archbishop
In the Archdiocese of Dublin, 
there is a deep-felt confi-
dence in Archbishop Dermot: 
a strong appreciation for his 
leadership; for his presence 
to the clergy; for his enthusi-
astic support for co-responsi-
bility among all members of 
the Church; and great grati-
tude for his willingness to 
look to the future with hope, 
all of us together, with Jesus 
in our midst.

The desire of this arch-
bishop is that all of us 
who have been ‘baptised 
and sent’ would embrace 
our mission in the ‘liv-
ing Church’ and find new 

ways to be of service to the 
Lord. He put it this way in 
Knock: “Every single person 
is a vital part of the Body of 
Christ. Every one of us has 
something to give, some-
thing that only we can give.”

Welcoming Pope Leo’s 
first encyclical, Magnifica 
Humanitas,  Archbishop 
Dermot emphasises here 
too that “the call is for each 
to contribute according to 
his or her expertise, capac-
ity, influence and wisdom”.

In his words at Pentecost: 
“Let us show ourselves faith-
ful and creative, hope-filled 
and resilient, synodal and 
pro-active. Using all our 
charisms, gifts and minis-
tries, the Spirit of Truth and 
Love will help us find new 
ways to express, generously, 
what the Church can be for 
all the world to see and hear.”

Very Rev. Gareth Byrne is 
a Vicar General of the Arch-
diocese of Dublin and Mod-
erator of the Diocesan Curia.

Archbishop Farrell’s Pen-
tecost Pastoral Letter can be 
read at www.dublindiocese.ie

Archbishop Dermot Farrell greeting pilgrims in Knock last month. Photo: John McElroy.

❛❛Let us show ourselves faithful and creative, 
hope-filled and resilient, synodal and pro-active. 
Using all our charisms, gifts and ministries, the 
Spirit of Truth and Love will help us find new 
ways to express, generously, what the Church 
can be for all the world to see and hear”
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