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Dear Father,

I am writing to ask you to promote the Summer Dues initiative again this year.

The Summer Dues has become an important initiative in recent years, helping to return the

Common Fund to a healthy position, supporting priests in parishes, sick and retired priests,

and those resident in nursing homes.

Itis important that parishioners in all parishes across the Archdiocese are given an opportunity

to support priests in this way. Please convey our gratitude for their support and thank them

for their contributions that sustain us daily.

The Summer Dues initiative launches this year on the weekend of 13th/14th June. A poster

and sample envelope accompany this letter. With your explanation and encouragement,

the Summer Dues will provide people with an opportunity to express their support again

this year:

In the Gospel reading for the 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time we hear about the
call of the Apostles to follow Jesus (Matthew 10:1-2). Their call was to minister
with him, to share the good news of God’s love for all in Jesus, ‘to proclaim that
the Kingdom of God is very close at hand’ (Matthew 10:7). The mission of ‘the
Twelve’ of imitating Christ with compassion for all those who sutfet, and bringing
with them his healing and peace, continues in the Church’s pastoral ministry.

The ministerial priesthood has come down to us in the Church from Jesus and the
Apostles. Please encourage and pray for your priests in their ministry, and pray,
too, for an increase in vocations to the priesthood. As Jesus says: “The harvest is
rich but the Iabourers are few, so ask the Lord of the harvest to send labourers to
his harvest (Matthew 9:37).

The Summer Dues appeal contributes to the essential support of priests. The
generosity that you have towards your priests is indispensable.

Please play your part, too, in a renewed and active involvement of all the baptised
as together we build a synodal Church, nourishing and supporting each other, led
by the Holy Spirit and counting the wondertul blessings of God in our lives.

I trust that you, too, will take time to be renewed and refreshed this summer,

+Dermot Farrell
Archbishop of Dublin



