[image: ]Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick

Like a stream in parched land,
may the grace of the Lord refresh our lives.

Music

Introduction
My dear friends, we are gathered here in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ who is present among us.  As the gospels relate, the sick came to him for healing;
he also loves us so much that he died for our sake.  Through the apostle James, 
he has commanded us: “Are there any who are sick among you?  Let them send for the priests of the Church, and let the priests pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith will save the sick persons, and the Lord will raise them up; and if they have committed any sins, their sins will be forgiven them.” Let us therefore commend our sick to the grace and power of Christ, that he may save them and raise them up. 

Penitential Rite
[image: ]Lord Jesus, you healed the sick:
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you forgave sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you give us yourself
to heal us and bring us strength:
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.  
R. Amen.

Reading		Luke 7:18b-23
Summoning two of them, John sent them to ask the Lord, “Are you ‘He who is to come’ or are we to expect someone else?” When the men came to him, they said, “John the Baptizer sends us to you with this question: ‘Are you “He who is to come” or do we look for someone else?’” (At that time, he was curing many of their diseases, afflictions, and evil spirits; he also restored sight to many who were blind.) Jesus gave this response: “Go and report to John what you have seen and heard. The blind recover their sight, cripples walk, lepers are cured, the deaf hear, dead men are raised to life, and the poor have the good news preached to them. 
Rite of Anointing
Through this holy anointing
may the Lord in his love and mercy
help you with the grace of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.

May the Lord who frees you from sin
save you and raise you up.
R. Amen.
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Prayer
All say:	Be with me when I can’t cope… 
Mother of God sustain me…
Give me strength …
Make me open to your channel of peace.

Prayer for Health and Healing
May God heal you with fresh leaves growing.
May your heart be refreshed with the blooms
That spring up to reveal His glory
And promises that you'll be renewed.

May God fill you with sunlight that dances
May your body be warmed by the sun
That shines in to cut the darkness,
And promises happier times.

May God shower you with winds of healing.
May your cares be replaced with fresh hope,
That blows through the hardship you've suffered
And leaves you in new love to soak in. Amen.

[image: ]Reflection	God didn’t promise days without pain, laughter without sorrow or sun without rain. But God did promise strength for the day, comfort for the tears and a light for the way.  And for all those who believe in His kingdom of love, He answers their faith with peace from above. May God’s blessing fall upon you and remain with you. Amen.
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